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Deeper  Understanding

MORE RESOURCES

WLECOME TO SWEET MAGNOLIA

Established in 1914, the name Magnolia honors the
Mother Church founded in 1864 near Louisville.

Affectionately known as Sweet Magnolia, this
ministry has stood as a physical representation of
the hope and determination of the African
American spirit. We are a Spiritual Anchor
grounded in a liberation tradition operating as a
Baptist community of faith. 

720 Magnolia Church Road
P.O. Box 1982, Statesboro, GA 30461

P: 912.225.3152 ∙ F: 888.360.6516 
www.magnolia baptistchurch.online

 

EJI REPORT | The lynching of African Americans was terrorism, a widely
supported campaign to enforce racial subordination and segregation.
Lynching in America documents more than 4400 racial terror lynchings
between Reconstruction and World War II.  Follow the QR Code to read EJI's
Report about lynching in America. You can also get lesson plans for teaching
the report to students.

https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/drupal/sites/default/files/2019-11/EJI%20High%20School%20Lesson%20Plan.pdf


ADINKRAHENE is the King of the Adinkra symbols meaning Authority
Dweninmmen is a symbol of strength with humility.

An important social justice work aimed at the essential act of
"remembering" is taking shape in this area under the auspice of
the Equal Justice Initiative.

This past week, the Statesboro-Bulloch Remembrance
Coalition and Equal Justice Initiative hosted "Bulloch Bears
Witness: Music, Memory, and Moving Forward” program hosted
at Georgia Southern University's Carter Recital Hall.  The
program set out the ugly historical truth of lynching, related it to
later and continuing forms of racial terror and injustice, and
outlined a campaign of truth-telling and atonement.

In Georgia, 595 lynchings during that 73-year span, the second
most of any state, after Mississippi, were enumerated by EJI’s
research.  Pastor Johnson and this Church are committed to
this social justice work.  A trip to EJI in Montgomery is being
planned.

Welcome to SweetMagnolia

EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE  LEST WE FORGET

LEADER:  Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord
Jesus Christ as our Savior and, on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now in the
presence of God, and this assembly host solemnly and joyfully enters into covenant
with one another as one body in Christ.  

RESPONSE: We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk together
in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this Church in knowledge,
holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its
worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and
regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the Church, the relief of
the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations.  

LEADER: We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions, to bring up our
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; to seek the salvation of our kindred
and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings,
faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid all tattling,
backbiting, and excessive anger; to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom
of our Savior.  

RESPONSE: We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to
remember one another in prayer; to aid one another in sickness and distress; to
cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian courtesy in speech; to be
slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the
rules of our Savior to secure it without delay. 

TOGETHER:  We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will, as
soon as possible, unite with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this
covenant and the principles of God's Word. 

GOD'S WORK HERE AMONG AND THROUGH US
Living out the Christian faith Together

Church Covenant
FOR THE RECORD
As we celebrate Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s
life today it helps to revisit the journey taken to
formally honor his legacy. 

A holiday was first proposed after King’s death in
1968 and 11 years later a vote failed in the House
of Representatives despite support from President
Jimmy Carter. But the King Center and its
supporters continued to educate about the need
to honor his vision. Musician Stevie Wonder joined
by writing “Happy Birthday” in 1981 to further
awareness and was among 500,000 who
marched to Washington and presented a petition
signed by 6 million. In 1983 the holiday became
law and was first celebrated in 1986.

"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly."

Martin Luther King, Jrl in Letter from Birmingham, Alabama jail, April 16, 1963



Order of Service
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Teacher - Deacon Johnny Tremble

Lesson Text: Isaiah 48:3-8, 17; Time of Action: between 700 and 695 B.C.; Place of Action:
Jerusalem. Golden Text:  “Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am
the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou
shouldest go” (Isaiah 48:17).

 
CALL TO WORSHIP

Gospel Medley including I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me, Doxology, Church Covenant as a
Responsive Reading, and Let the Words of My Mouth as the Response.

Sweet Magnolia will utilize all our resources to provide a Christ-centered setting where
people in this community can be redeemed to a personal relationship with Christ,
reconciled to God and his people, restored to wholeness, to well-being, and revived for a
full life involved in service to others. In this church, everyone is welcomed and affirmed. In
this community, you can be redeemed, reconciled, restored, and revived.

 
SERVICE OF LIGHTS
What Shall I Render

Today, we acknowledge the life and legacy of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
 Coretta Scott King.  Both were modern-day prophets who 

 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Fight On
Offertory Claim - I am a consistent Tither, a Bountiful Sower, and a Cheerful Giver.  I have
confessed my sins; therefore GOD rebukes the Devourer for my Sake, and GOD makes all

Grace abound toward me!  Malachi 3:1-11 and II Corinthians 9:5-8
 

SONG OF PREPARATION
Completely Yes

 
THE PREACHED WORD 

Rev. Thomas L. Hart
Co-Pastor, Brownsville Missionary Baptist Church of Savannah

 
BENEDICTION

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  Romans 15:13

 
 Lectionary:  Isaiah 49:1-7  •  Psalm 40:1-11  •  1 Corinthians 1:1-9  •  John 1:29-42

T E X T  B L E S S E D  T O  9 1 2 . 2 7 4 . 8 8 0 2

Ananse Ntentan is the Spider's web. A symbol of wisdom, craftiness, creativity, and the complexities of life. 

ABOUT THE COVER | A digital image of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.    
Read more on the King Philosophy at https://bit.ly/3DcyZTF

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPHINANY
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Holiday Weekend

January 15, 2023  | 9:00 AM

 
UNDERSTANDING THE SEASONS

 
The liturgical calendar is a yearly cycle that

corresponds to the life of Jesus from His birth to His
resurrection, and then to the outpouring of the Holy

Spirit at Pentecost. 
 
 
 
 

Epiphany - while many know it as the day marking 12
days after Christmas and the time to take down the
Christmas tree and decorations, it's actually a holiday
with significant meaning. Let's take a look at the origin
and traditions of this holiday today.

Epiphany means “appearance or manifestation.” Throughout the world, Christians celebrate it on
January 6 - 12 days after Christmas Day. Many countries refer to it as “Three Kings Day.” On this
day, Western Christianity recognizes Christ’s manifestation to the Gentiles. The Gentiles,
represented when The Magi visited the child Jesus and showed how God’s gift of the Good News
is for all people. Eastern Christianity observes Jesus’ baptism on this day. His baptism revealed his
identity to mankind. In the East or the West, Epiphany celebrates God revealing himself to the
world.

The Church Year begins at Advent. From then, through Pentecost, Christians concentrate on the
life and work of Christ. For the rest of the year—Pentecost to Advent—the church year focuses on
the teachings of Christ and the applications to the Christian life. The ultimate purpose of the
church calendar ensured that Christians covered the entire breadth and depth of the Gospel in
the course of a year. The six-month period from Advent to Pentecost covers all six major events:
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.


