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Absentee fathers” only seem to come in one color: Black. Though there are fathers of all races and
ethnicities who have a minimal presence in their children’s lives, “absentee” isn’t used to describing
most of them. This racialized term uniquely targets Black fathers, inaccurately signaling that they
willfully abandon their children. In reality, data from the CDC show that Black fathers are equally as
likely to be involved in their children’s care as fathers of other races. There is, however, evidence that
systemic racism has taken many Black fathers away from their families and communities through
mass incarceration and early death.  DOWNLOAD the REPORT using the QR Code.
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Established in 1914, the name Magnolia honors the
Mother Church founded in 1864 near Louisville.

Affectionately known as Sweet Magnolia, this ministry
has stood as a physical representation of the hope
and determination of the African American spirit. We
are a Spiritual Anchor grounded in a liberation
tradition operating as a Baptist community of faith. 



GYE NYAME means "except for God"  This symbolizes the Supremacy of God. ME WARE WO means  "I shall marry you" and symbolizes commitment and perseverance.

Order of Service
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Teacher - Deacon Johnny Tremble
Lesson 11: A Life of Hope and Peace from Isaiah 65:17-25. The wolf and the lamb shall
feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD. Isaiah 65:25 (NRSV)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Emanuel by Norman Hutchins with the Responsive Reading followed by Let the Words of
My Mouth as the Response.

 
SERVICE OF LIGHTS

Lord, Keep Me Day by Day by Eddie Williams
Sweet Magnolia utilizes all our resources providing a Christ-centered setting where
people in this community are redeemed to a personal relationship with Christ, reconciled
to God and his people, restored to wholeness, to well-being, and revived for a full life
involved in service to others. In this church, everyone is welcomed and affirmed. In this
community, you can be redeemed, reconciled, restored, and revived.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 The Collection of Tithes and Offerings with Great Things by Preashea Hilliard.

 
Offertory Claim - I am a consistent Tither, a Bountiful Sower, and a Cheerful Giver. I have
confessed my sins; therefore, GOD rebukes the Devourer for my Sake, and GOD makes all
Grace abound toward me! Malachi 3:1-11 and II Corinthians 9:5-8

 
HYMN OF PREPARATION

More Than Anything by Anita Wilson
 

THE PREACHED WORD
Rev. Dr. Ashley Morris

 
BENEDICTION

As you enter a new week, may you experience God’s presence. May you feel God
pouring out the Holy Spirit over your heads and your thoughts and the words of your
lips, over your hearts and your feelings and emotions and your compassion for all
others, and over your hands and your feet as you put into action all that God
commands you. 

 
Lectionary: Genesis 12:1-9 and Psalm 33:1-12  •  Hosea 5:15-6:6 and Psalm 50:7-15  • 

 Romans 4:13-25  •  Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 11, 2023 | 9 AM

      Welcome to Sweet Magnolia
Its Summer! This Season of Pentecost is about
Freedom! First, we acknowledge Pentecost, the day
when we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit on
the gathered disciples after the resurrection of Jesus
marking the beginning of the Christian church. Next,
we acknowledge Juneteenth, the day we remember
the coming of federal troops with the word that the
Civil War and Chattel Slavery were over almost two
and a half years after the signing of the Emancipation
Proclamation.

Pride, Pentecost, and Juneteenth may seem like
strange bedfellows, but they have more in
common than meets the eye.

Each is disruptive—upsetting the status quo and the
expectations that people had come to have about the
way the world worked. The Spirit caused an
outpouring of praise in numerous languages and broke
down the barriers that separated people—barriers of
race, national origin, language, and faith.

SCHOLAR IN FOCUS | James Hal Cone (August 5, 1938 – April 28, 2018) was an American
theologian, best known for his advocacy of black theology and black liberation theology. His
1969 book Black Theology and Black Power provided a new way to comprehensively define
the distinctiveness of theology in the black church. Cone's work was influential from the time
of the book's publication, and his work remains influential today. His work has been both
used and critiqued inside and outside the African-American theological community. He was
the Charles Augustus Briggs Distinguished Professor of Systematic Theology at Columbia
University-affiliated Union Theological Seminary until his death.

http://www.adinkra.org/htmls/adinkra/gyen.htm
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/early-church-history/pentecost/where-did-pentecost-come-from.html
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/blog/juneteenth-understanding-its-origins
https://www.cts.edu/2022/06/09/pride-month-and-remembering-the-stonewall-uprising/
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/early-church-history/pentecost/where-did-pentecost-come-from.html
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/blog/juneteenth-understanding-its-origins


ADINKRAHENE is the King of the Adinkra symbols meaning Authority ANANSE NTONTAN means "spider's web" and symbolizes wisdom and creativity.

JAMES CONE

Pride, too, is disruptive; it breaks down the walls that some people seek to erect to mark
who is in and who is out. Pride says that everyone, without exception, is made in the image
of God and belongs in the circle of love and grace.

Juneteenth is so disruptive that it's not clear how those with a vested interest in the status
quo will deal with the contradictions the day presents. The one thing that is clear is where
the spirit of the Lord is there is FREEDOM!

This Church's theological foundation is grounded in Liberation. Specifically, as carry out the
Great Commission we are compelled to liberate people from the multiple forms of political,
social, economic, and religious subjugation that contradict the biblical mandates and the
abundant life promised through Jesus Christ.

"In the act of worship itself, the
experience of liberation

becomes a constituent of the
community's being . . . It is the

power of God's Spirit
invading the lives of the

people, "building them up
where they are torn down and

propping them up on every
leaning side".

LANDON YOUNG
PORTAL HIGH SCHOOL

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY
 

About this Sunday

DESTIN BATTLE

Today, we recognize the Graduating Class of 2023. Education is
a critically important value to this Church. Why? Education has
been fundamental to the lifting of our people. That lifting is
reflected on the program's back cover in the monument known as
Lifting the Veil of Ignorance located on the campus of Tuskegee
University.  A replica sits in Atlanta at Booker. T. Washington High
School.

The original was unveiled and dedicated 100 years ago as a
tribute to the founder of Tuskegee University, Booker T.
Washington. The state of Black people is symbolized by the slave,
and Washington pointing the way to progress and a better life
through education and industry. 

May the Spirit of the Living God continues to breathe fresh upon
the graduates to strengthen the resolve to lift!

GRAY'S CREEK HIGH SCHOOL

–  BOOKER  T .  WASH INGTON

Success is to be measured
not so much by the position

that one has reached in life as
by the obstacles which he has

overcome. 

https://www.cts.edu/2022/06/09/pride-month-and-remembering-the-stonewall-uprising/
https://www.cts.edu/2022/06/09/pride-month-and-remembering-the-stonewall-uprising/
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/blog/juneteenth-understanding-its-origins
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/why-we-all-need-to-remember-where-the-spirit-of-the-lord-is-there-is-freedom.html
https://library.georgetown.edu/woodstock/black-liberation-theology
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=MSG
https://everydaypower.com/the-rock-quotes-dwayne-johnson-quotes/

