
Rev. Dr. Francys Johnson, Senior Pastor

A generous cup of blessings,
A tablespoon of reflection,
A handful of memories together,
A good helping of hugs & laughter,
A pint of time with friends & family,
Mix with love & forgiveness."

WLECOME TO SWEET MAGNOLIA

Established in 1914, the name Magnolia honors the
Mother Church founded in 1864 near Louisville.

Affectionately known as Sweet Magnolia, this
ministry has stood as a physical representation of
the hope and determination of the African
American spirit. We are a Spiritual Anchor
grounded in a liberation tradition operating as a
Baptist community of faith. 

720 Magnolia Church Road
P.O. Box 1982, Statesboro, GA 30461

P: 912.225.3152 ∙ F: 888.360.6516 
www.magnolia baptistchurch.online

 



ADINKRAHENE, King of the Adinkra symbols meaning Authority
Dweninmmen is a symbol of strength with humility. Humility is a cherished virtue among the Akans

 

Sweet Magnolia takes seriously the parable Jesus of Nazareth
told about who will be included in the future kingdom of God. In
the story, a king is separating his sheep from the goats. When the
separation is made, the sheep wonder why they were chosen. Jesus
replies that it is their acts of kindness to strangers that earned their
place in the kingdom. “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Senator Reverend Raphael G. Warnock serves as the
senior pastor of the historic Ebenezer Baptist Church of
Atlanta. Senator Warnock holds degrees from
Morehouse College and Union Theological Seminary. He
is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., a lifetime
member of the NAACP, and the former chairman of the
board of the New Georgia Project. He is the author of
The Divided Mind of the Black Church. In January 2021,
Warnock became Georgia’s first Black senator.

This  Month 's  Church  

BOOK READ

Released June 14, 2022 | Audible $24.99

"The wonderful thing about the black church for me
is that it forces you to come to terms with the

centrality of love in the world."  Cornel West

Welcome to Sweet Magnolia

MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

At the heart of this parable to the problem of food insecurity.  Many folks consider
hunger at Thanksgiving but a problem this large requires a year-round commitment.  As
such, we are pledging to partner with the Second Harvest Food Bank for the next year
to volunteer and make a monthly contribution that results in at least a ton of food. Each
member is asked to contribute at least $25 to support our efforts to alleviate hunger.

Text "Blessed" to 912.274.8802

 
Look Up Your 

Voter Registration  

https://www.azquotes.com/author/15512-Cornel_West


Order of Service
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Teacher - Deacon Johnny Tremble
 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Every day is a Day of Thanksgiving as sung by the Metropolitan Church of Prayer Choir with
Spirit of the Living God as a Chant, Doxology, and Let the Words of My Mouth, as the
Congregational Response.

Sweet Magnolia will utilize all our resources to provide a Christ-centered setting where
people in this community can be redeemed to a personal relationship with Christ,
reconciled to God and his people, restored to wholeness, to well-being, and revived for a
full life involved in service to others. In this church, everyone is welcomed and affirmed. In
this community, you can be redeemed, reconciled, restored, and revived.

 
SERVICE OF LIGHTS

Thank You, Lord, a Traditional with Special Remarks from Youth & College Ministry
This Month we focus on Provisions. The fact is all we have needed God has always
provided. God's provisions have often come through the sacrifice of others led by God to
serve. That same spirit guides us and a portion of our offerings this month will be directed
toward alleviating Food Insecurity in our community.

 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS

I Will Bless the Lord by Joe Pace 
Offertory Claim - I am a consistent Tither, a Bountiful Sower, and a Cheerful Giver.  I have
confessed my sins; therefore GOD rebukes the Devourer for my Sake, and GOD makes all
Grace abound toward me!  Malachi 3:1-11 and II Corinthians 9:5-8

 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S TABLE

I love the Lord as sung by Whitney Houston
An act of remembrance and recommitment with The Church Covenant as Responsive
Reading as inspired by 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.

 
THE PREACHED WORD 

Rev. Dr. Francys Johnson, Senior Pastor
 

SPECIAL REMARKS
Leadership Committee

 
BENEDICTION

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  1 Corinthians 15:58 

 
Lectionary:  Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79  •  

Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 46  •  Colossians 1:11-20  •  Luke 23:33-43

T E X T  B L E S S E D  T O  9 1 2 . 2 7 4 . 8 8 0 2

Ananse Ntentan Spider's web. A symbol of wisdom, craftiness, creativity, and the complexities of life. 

ABOUT THE COVER | Just For Me is a limited edition work of art by Andrew Nichols
highlighting a young black girl staring at the observer. Nichols is a talented African-
American artist that currently resides in Jamaica, Queens.

REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY | MINISTER'S APPRECIATION SUNDAY
November 20, 2022  | 9:00  AM

P R O V I S I O N S

What are you most anxious about today?
Is it your health? Finances? Family? These
are worthy of your concern, but have they
become more important to you than seeking
first God’s Kingdom? Go to the Lord in
prayer and ask Him to help you prioritize
your anxieties, so that you might honor Him
first, and let Him take care of the rest.

But seek first the Kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things
will be given in addition to you. Matthew
6:33

This is one of the most popular and often-
memorized verses of the New Testament.
Jesus is teaching about God’s providence. If
we know the Lord and recognize His
sovereign hand over all of creation, why do
we fret about our lives?

In this Sermon Series, Pastor Johnson lifts
Wisdom from the Sermon on the Mount to
encourage a reprioritizing of our relationship
with God. The benefits are many including
knowing where your help truly comes from!
All of our provisions come from the Lord. 



As our families gather this week around their dinner tables we do not celebrate what
is often taught as a joyful feast between Pilgrims and Native people. We give a
different meaning to the holiday due to its dark history.

Essentially, Thanksgiving is celebrated to give thanks for the fruits of the previous
harvest. In America, the celebration dates back to 1621, when the harvest was
celebrated by the Pilgrims who had sailed from England on the ship Mayflower in
September 1620 and were now settlers of the Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts.

We know there was no happy feast between Pilgrims and the Native people at
the time and rather describe the situation as white colonists who invaded a
land, claimed it as their own, and slaughtered the indigenous people of the
land in what is called the Pequot War between the settlers and the natives.
It is recorded that in the year 1637, Massachusetts Colony Governor, John Winthrop,
declared “Thanksgiving” to celebrate the safe return of the colonist volunteers who left
for war against the Pequot Indians. This war resulted in the massacre of about 700
natives (Pequot Indians).

All these happened at about the same period of slavery when the earliest ships of
African slaves arrived in America. Although Thanksgiving is linked to the struggles and
massacres that these Africans endured in early American history, our people
embraced the celebration even during slavery.

“There is a very good chance that at the first African American Thanksgiving dinners,
there were slaves with scarred backs of raised skin, a result of the brutal discipline of
the owner. There is a very good chance that at those first Thanksgiving dinners there
was a little slave girl who had been violated. There is a very good chance that all
individuals there had no control over their lives. But without question there is a very
good chance that at those first African American Thanksgiving dinners the
slaves held hands and prayed to God for better days,” writes William
Covington in Our Weekly. For such people, the Day is to celebrate their journey
of living in America and to turn those struggles into something positive.

SANKOFA Go back and get it. A symbol of the wisdom of learning from the past to build for the future. 

LEADER:  Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, to receive the
Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and, on the profession of our faith, having
been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, we do now in the presence of God, and this assembly host solemnly
and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one body in Christ.  

RESPONSE: We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk
together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of this
Church in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote its prosperity
and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and
doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the
ministry, the expenses of the Church, the relief of the poor, and the
spread of the gospel through all nations.  

LEADER: We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions, to bring
up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; to seek the
salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the
world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary
in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to
be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior.  

RESPONSE: We further engage to watch over one another in brotherly
love; to remember one another in prayer; to aid one another in
sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and
Christian courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always
ready for reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Savior to
secure it without delay. 

TOGETHER:  We moreover engage that when we remove from this place,
we will, as soon as possible, unite with some other church where we can
carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's Word. 

The Church Covenant 
Strengthening Our Relationship with God and Mankind

Going Deeper
Something Positive in the Real History of Thanksgiving

AKOBEN War horn. A symbol of a call to action


